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Magic Makers 
25th November - Christmas 
What is Magic Makers? 

Magic Makers is our wonderful winter programme which gives volunteers the unique opportunity to 

join our primary school pupils during breakfast time and 

share the joy of the winter festivities.  

Companies big and small take part by purchasing some 

lovely presents, wrapping them up, and then going into 

school to share them with the pupils over the course of 

30 to 60 minutes. It’s a great occasion to celebrate the 

partnerships we’ve forged together over the year and to 

celebrate the end of the year with the wonderful pupils.    

 

Please, note that all presents are for your breakfast provision – they 

will stay at the school. 

Who is Magic Makers for? 

Please, note that this programme reflects the gift-giving tradition of Christmas and as such, the 

presents might be wrapped in Christmas-themed wrapping paper, and you might want to play 

Christmas tunes and have some Christmas decorations.  

We are, however, aware that not everyone celebrates this day - in your school, in the wider 

community, and at Magic Breakfast! We are not looking to make any religious and cultural 

assumptions for this event. Instead, we are keen to offer it as a simple celebration and an opportunity 

for everyone to come together, open up some presents, and have a lovely morning.  

We, therefore, encourage you to invite children of all faiths and none, and all cultures and 

backgrounds, to take part in a celebration which focuses entirely on creating a positive experience 

for the children that we work with. 
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What the day will look like 

It is entirely up to you how you run the event. There are lots of different ways to host, 

so we will give you options that you can choose from.  

 

Main components 

Normally, there are three main components to the visit:  

- The volunteers join students for breakfast  

- The volunteers and the students open the presents 

together 

- The volunteers and the students play with the 

presents  

Some schools like to give the students breakfast first and 

then start opening the presents, whereas other schools let 

their pupils open the gifts first. 

 

Optional components 

There are also various optional components that you can include, such as: 

- A tour of the school for the volunteers afterwards 

- A quiz or another game for all participants  

- Anything else that you would like to do to make the morning truly special 

 
Volunteers will arrive 20 minutes before the start of your breakfast provision, and they 

will be accompanied by a colleague from Magic Breakfast, unless agreed 

otherwise. 

 

 

 



Magic Makers | Handbook 

Magic Breakfast, Fora, 42-46 Princelet Street, London, E1 5LP 

Registered Charity No: 1102510 in England & Wales, SC048202 in Scotland 

How to run the event depending on the type of 

provision you have 

 

Breakfast club provision 
If you offer breakfast club provision, it’s quite straightforward – you can have the volunteers 

join you during the breakfast club, and simply change the format slightly so that there is time 

to open the presents and play with them.  

 

Alternatives to breakfast club 

If you don’t have a breakfast club, it will be up to you to decide what the best way is to run 

this event. Here are our suggestions: 

 

1. You could pick one class that the volunteers visit. This might be particularly nice if you 

only have one class per year group.  

2. You could pick several students from each class as representatives (we encourage 

you to choose students who may have faced difficulties with access to breakfast in 

the past). 

3. You could run a Christmas competition between classes and the winner gets the 

presents.  

4. You could set a challenge for students and pick the top 30 to join the event 

 

Things to consider 

1. Avoid having more than 20 students opening presents, otherwise there won’t be 

enough presents for everyone to open a present, which can be very disappointing for 

the children. If you have more than 20 students attending, set up a gift opening 

station for a smaller number of children who can then distribute the presents to 

everyone else. 

 

2. Make sure you have chosen an appropriate space for the students and volunteers to 

be able to sit together during breakfast and to also have enough space to open the 

presents.  
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Making the visit 

special 

This event is very special both for the 

students and for the volunteers. It’s an 

opportunity to come together and have 

a cosy and warm celebration of the 

festive season. Below are some 

suggestions that can help make the visit 

truly special. It is up to you how to run the 

event, but if you can, we highly 

recommend doing some of the below. 

1. Run a lesson before the day in which students create Christmas cards or 

another item to gift to the volunteers (there will be up to 5 volunteers).  

 

2. Put on some Christmas music. You can find a playlist with child-friendly 

Christmas songs here. If you prefer music without text, here is a playlist with 

lovely, instrumental Christmas tunes.  

 

3. Put up a Christmas tree or Christmas decorations to put the presents under.  

 

4. Print out the questions for the volunteers in Appendix A, ready for the children 

to confidently start conversations and learn about their visitors. 

 

5. Print out some colouring pages for the children (Appendix B) 

 

6. Prepare a few Christmas games (find ideas here). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=grhi8MLM1i8&t=17s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Q5DSWnZ9bU
https://teacherblog.ef.com/ideas-for-classroom-christmas-activities/
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Appendix A 

A list of questions for the volunteers 

- What do you do for work?  

- What did you do before your current job? 

- Do you have any hobbies outside of work that make you better at your job? 

- What’s your favourite skills and why? 

- What was school like for you? Did you like it?  

- Can you tell me about a time things didn’t go as planned? What happened and how did you handle it?  

- What’s your favourite part of your job? 

- What’s your least favourite part of your job? 

- What was it like for you when you moved to secondary school?  

A list of questions volunteers could ask the students 

- What kinds of things do you think you would enjoy doing for work as an adult? 

- If you opened a store, what would you sell? 

- If you could be any animal, what kind would you be? 

- What is your favourite food? 

- What three things are you good at? 

- What one thing would you like to be even better at? 

- What is something that makes you laugh? 

- If you were a chef and had your own restaurant, what food would you serve? 

- What is the funniest thing you’ve ever eaten? 

- What do you think will be most different from now 100 years into the future? 

- How do you think food will change in 200 years? 
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