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Hi, I’m Marcus! 

Today you are going to read the first chapter of 
my brand new book, 
‘THE BREAKFAST CLUB ADVENTURES’ 
and complete the activity pack with bonus 
challenges at the end.

I hope you enjoy the book and reading as much 
as I do. 

Read Chapter 1 of

then complete the activities.

Name: ________________________________________________________

What is your favourite book to read? ______________________________

Why is this your favourite book to read? ____________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Reading is important for you and lots of fun. Hopefully you love reading as 
much as we do here at the National Literacy Trust and BBC Teach. 



3

Activity pack

Pu
bl

ish
ed

 b
y 

M
ac

m
illa

n 
C

hi
ld

re
n’

s 
Bo

ok
s



4

Activity pack



5

Activity pack



6

Activity pack

You’ve completed 
chapter 1. 

Fantastic reading!

Now work through the 
pack and complete the 

activities and bonus 
challenges.
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Activity 1: 

Word emphasis

Using this description of the canteen taken from chapter 1, 
draw a picture of what Marcus sees as he walks into the 
Breakfast Club.

What does the word ‘strode’ tell you about how Marcus feels about attending breakfast club?
 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Why do you think the phrases ‘freshly made toast’ and ‘sweet orange juice’ have been emphasised?
  
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

What does the word ‘squished’ suggest about the canteen? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Why do you think the word ‘squished’ has been written in this way?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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Activity 2:

Language and presentation

Some words in the text are emphasised (given special importance). 
Here are some of the emphasised words from chapter 1 of The Breakfast Club Adventures. 

Why have they been emphasised? 
Design your own font to emphasise the meaning of these words.

Emphasised word What does the word 
make you imagine or 

think of?

Why has this word been 
emphasised? What does 

it suggest or tell you?

How could this word be 
emphasised?

Oyin was short and 
had a small afro, and 
her feet were magic.

His thin glasses were 
kept together by 
a piece of tape, 
because he had 
broken them at 
football practice last 
week.
He could see the ball 
whizzing up.

‘We don’t go over 
the fence if we can’t 
see the ball. It’s too 
risky.’

Marcus nodded, 
thinking about their 
terrifying head 
teacher.
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Choose 3 words from this extract that you think could be 
emphasised and explain why you think they are important 
words in the story. 

1. _______________________________________

_______________________________________

2. _______________________________________

_______________________________________

3. _______________________________________

_______________________________________

Pick one of your chosen words and answer the following questions: 
 
What might it make the reader feel or think of?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

What does it suggest? What does it help the reader to understand about the story? 
  
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Use the space below to design your own font to emphasise your chosen word. 

Activity 3:
Language choices
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Activity 4:

Making predictions

What mysterious or puzzling things happen in chapter 1? Create a list below:

Make a prediction about what you think will happen next to Marcus and explain why you think that. 
What clues are there in chapter 1 to help you make your prediction?

I predict that...______________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

...because_______________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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We don’t learn much in chapter 1 about the mysterious building next to Rutherford 
School. We know:

• It has a long fence.
• Pupils are supposed to stay away.
• Oyin says it’s ‘risky’ to go there.

What do you think the mysterious building might be like? Write a description of what Marcus and his 
friends might find if they climbed over the fence. Use these sentence starters to help:
 
As they climbed over the fence, they saw... __________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

The building was...  ___________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

As they got closer, they heard... __________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Marcus breathed in the smell of... _________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Oyin reached and put her hand on the wall. She could feel... ______________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Draw a  picture of the building you have imagined.

Activity 5:
Mysterious building
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Activity 6: 

Comic strip

Draw your own comic strip showing a conversation from chapter 1 of 
The Breakfast Club Adventures.

• Add speech bubbles to show what Marcus and his friends are saying
• Add thought bubbles to show what they might be thinking or feeling
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My treasured possession is _______________________________________________________

 
How long have you had it? _______________________________________________________

Where did you get it?  __________________________________________________________

What does it remind you of? (A special memory, place, or person?) __________________________

How would you feel if you lost it?  __________________________________________________

Now write the beginning of your own Breakfast Club Adventure story about losing your 
treasured possession, just like Marcus loses his football. Here are the f irst few sentences. Can 
you carry them on? 

My heart was beating fast as I walked into the canteen. This was going to be tough. What would they say?  
Would they understand? How could I tell them I’d lost it? They were sitting at a table in the corner. I waved. 
‘Hi guys,’ I said. ‘Um. I’ve got something to tell you...’

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

Activity 7:
My Breakfast Club Adventure

Marcus loves and treasures his football. 

What treasured possession do you have? Why does it matter so much to 
you? How does it make you feel? 
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Activity 8: 

Story moments

Choose a sentence from the story and write it in the f irst set of empty boxes. 
Explain what you liked about each sentence in the second set of empty boxes.

Story moment Write the sentence in the 
column

Why I like it...

Something that made 
me feel a thrill of 
anticipation

A mystery or secret 
that intrigued or 
puzzled me

Something in the 
story that gave me 
strong feelings

Something that 
made me identify 
with a character – 
something that is the 
same about me and 
the character
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Put the sentences below in the correct order by writing the numbers 1-11 in the boxes.

TRUE OR FALSE? Circle the correct answer 

Marcus’ best friends are Oyin and Amira.     True/False

Marcus lost his ball over the fence at school.                  True/False

Patrick left Marcus the note in his pocket.     True/False

Oyin and Patrick play football with Marcus at breaktimes.   True/False

Oyin, Patrick and Marcus all attend breakfast club.    True/False

Marcus knows who put the note in his pocket.                                            True/False

Bonus challenge 1

Marcus leaves the toilet and goes back to breakfast club.

Patrick tells Marcus he is always quiet when he is thinking about his lost football. 

Amira asks Marcus to take her go in the Jenga game.

Mr Anderson, their favourite teacher, comes over to talk to them. 

Marcus goes to the toilet.

Marcus needs to find an excuse to get out of playing football at lunch. 

Marcus arrives at breakfast club to the smell of warm toast and orange juice. 

Marcus joins Patrick and Oyin and talks to them about breakfast and football.

Marcus finds a note in his pocket and thinks it’s a prank.

What do we learn about Marcus in chapter 1? Write your ideas around the illustration below:
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Bonus challenge 2

Sentence 1:
 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 2:
  
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Sentence 3: 

___________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Remember, emphasis is used to show importance to the reader. Write your own sentences about 
the events that have happened to you today, choosing the most important word in each sentence to 
emphasise. Design your own font for the chosen word.

Here is an example:

 This morning, I tiptoed quietly into my sister’s dark room to leave a birthday present by her bed.

The word I want to emphasise is quietly, to show how careful I was being to not wake my sister up and 
to surprise her on her birthday!

This morning, I tiptoed  QUIETLY  into my sister’s dark room to leave a birthday present by her bed.

Now it’s your turn. Write your sentences in the spaces below.
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Bonus challenge 3

1. ‘I’m going to the bathroom,’ he said, standing up. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

2. ‘Marcus, whenever you go quiet these days you’re thinking about that ball,’ Oyin said.

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

3. ‘Maybe I just wasn’t looking hard enough,’ Marcus said. ‘Maybe I should have gone over.’ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Does your change of word mean a change in the way you read the sentence?

Re-write each of these sentences using another 
word instead of said.  You could choose words of 
your own, or some of these words: announced, 
muttered, giggled, growled, groaned, sighed, 
called, roared, quavered, yelped, breathed, 
smiled, frowned. 😃

Draw an emoji in the box to 
show how the character feels 
when they say 
your new sentence! 
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Bonus challenge 4

Draw and colour a cover design for your own Breakfast Club Adventure story. 

What title will you give your story?

Draw your front cover here

What will you write on the back 
of the book? (The blurb)


